The Story of British Diplomacy
the persecution and the Romanising by brute force of the Vaudois were stopped. Mazarin, Louis XIV.'s minister, desired a treaty with England. Cromwell refused his signature till the French king should have prevailed upon the Duke of Burgundy to guarantee the Protestant Swiss in their own form of worship. Now, English diplomacy definitely declared its preference for a French over a Spanish alliance. The determining motive was, of course, the gratification of the Protector's co-religionists. It is worth noticing that to Cromwell's diplomacy continental Europe owed the unrestricted circulation of the Scriptures. Free use of their Bibles in all parts of the Spanish realm and freedom of international trade had been Cromwell's demands of Spain.
Turning now to the friendship of France, Oliver engaged in the negotiations which preceded the war. One result of the struggle with Spain following the Anglo-French alliance was the acquisition of Jamaica, as well as the introduction of English Bibles, together with English commerce, into West Indian waters. Another territorial gain to England resulted from Cromwell's policy of Anglo-French friendship. The despatch (1657) of the English contingent to help Louis XIV, secured the fall of Dunkirk, then besieged by the French king. The next year the town surrendered, nominally to Spain. Through the Protector's astute negotiations it become at once an English possession.
After the Restoration, English diplomacy still ran in the channel into which it had been directed during* the Commonwealth. The minister of Charles IL, Clarendon, joined the Northern Protestants against
Austria and Spain.    That this policy should have been
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